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WASHINGTON (AP) — Leprosy is one of mankind's most ancient scourges, mentioned in writing from o Miscx it
ancient India to the Bible to the Middle Ages. Now researchers have uncovered what they say is the

. Other ways to share:
oldest case of the disease yet found.
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Analysis of a 4,000-year-old skeleton from India shows traces of leprosy, researchers report in Digg
Wednesday's edition of PLoS One, a publication of the Public Library of Science. .
Newsvine
The skeleton was buried about 2000 B.C. at the site of Balathal, a large settlement in what is now Reddit
Rajasthan, according to Gwen Robbins, an anthropologist at Appalachian State University in Boone,
K Facebook
North Carolina.
What's this?

Balathal thrived from about 3700 to 1800 B.C.

While leprosy is infectious, it is relatively hard to catch, requiring prolonged association with someone who has the
disease. It has only one other animal host, the armadillo.

Scientists have speculated that leprosy originated in India or Africa and may have spread from Asia to Europe with the
returning army of Alexander the Great.

Previous skeletal evidence for the disease has been dated to 300 to 400 B.C. in Egypt and Thailand.

While leprosy is relatively easy to treat today, the World Health Organization estimates there were about 212,000 new
cases worldwide last year, a rate that has been gradually falling. It is a bacterial disease affecting the skin and nerves,
especially of the hands and feet.

Robbins' team said the presence of leprosy at Balathal supports early texts that refer to the disease as early as 1550 B.C.
in India and Egypt.

The research was funded by the American Institute of Indian Studies, the George Franklin Dales Foundation, the Fulbright
Program and the University of Oregon Graduate School.

Copyright 2009 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or
redistributed.
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To report corrections and clarifications, contact Reader Editor Brent Jones. For publication consideration in the
newspaper, send comments to letters@usatoday.com. Include name, phone number, city and state for verification. To
view our corrections, go to corrections.usatoday.com.
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@ Hats off to the great men of “science .however leprocy and the common cold still remain two of their greatest

challenged.
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They call it "Hansen's Disease" now.
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IKNEW IT.... IT MAKES PERFECT SENSE! INDIA!
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