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2007 Appalachian State University Department of Anthropology Faculty and Staff. Top row (left to right):

Timothy Smith
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Linda Jencson, Greg Reck, Diane Mines, Jeff Boyer, Gwen Robbins. Bottom row (right to left): Laura
Anne Middlesteadt, Pat Beaver, Tom Whyte, Cheryl Claassen, Sharon Rorbakken, and Larry Kimball.

The Department of An-
thropology is pleased to
welcome our newest fac-
ulty member, Dr. Timothy
Smith. Tim will be joining
us beginning in the 2008
09 academic year. He re-
ceived his PhD from the
State University of New
Yorkg Albany in 2004 and
he has undergraduate de-
grees from Tulane Univer-
sity in Anthropology and
Latin American Studies.
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mala where he focuses on

indigenous Mayan politics.

His research and teaching
interests include social

movements and ethnic
nationalism, identity poli-
tics, conflict and violence,
and Mayan languages. He
speaks and reads both

Kagchikel Mayan. The lat
ter book is a result of
CAYQa O2YYAI
anthropology that has
practical benefits for local
communities where an-
thropologists conduct
their research.

With the addition of
Tim to our faculty, the De
partment now has eleven
full-time anthropologists
and, with almost 150 ma-
jors, remains one of the
largest purely undergradu
ate programs in the entire
country. We are exceed-
ingly proud of our faculty,
our students, and our

Spanish and Kagchikel Ma-alumni, all of whom have

yan.

contributed to our grow-

¢ A Y Qa Mayas i ing national reputation.

PostWar Guatemala: Har-
vest of Violence Revisited,
is forthcoming from the
University of Alabama
Press. Along with th#u-
nicipalidad Indigena de

Y | 2 2 NSoldldbeihad aNapkib-
has been in Solola, Guate-

lished a local political his-
tory entitled Solola
Kaqchikel Authority and
Governmentavailable in
both Spanish and

Spring 2008

ALUMNI NOTES

Sierra Bel(2001) has
been accepted in the An-
thropology PhD program at
Yale (with full funding for
five years).

Liz Brandt(2006) is
wrapping up her first year of
graduate school at Texas
State University, San Mar-
cos. Liz is enrolled in the fo-
rensic anthropology pro-
gram. Liz is finishing up her
first year of coursework, she
teaches an undergraduate
lab in physical anthropology,
and performs osteological
analyses on newly excavated
prehistoric remains as part
of NAGPRA compliance. In
her spare time, Liz is devel-
oping a comparative faunal
collection for the Anthropol-
ogy department. Beginning
the summer, Liz will be
working on her thesis, using
dental histology for age esti-
mation in a prehistoric
population from Texas.

Stephanie Hal(2005)
will be attending the Mas-
ter's Program in Public
Health at Morehouse School
of Medicine in Georgia.
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Field Archaeology Class (Summer 2007)

The Field Archaeology class last
summer included sixteen students
(Eric Altman, Caitlyn Brash, Beth
Compton, Ryne Danielson, Natalie
Dale, Tammie Edwards, Brittany
Glarrow, Melody Heath, Andy Kruse,
Ravyn Lee, Shelly Martin, Rachel
McAndrews, Crystal Mewborn, Jes-
sica Rhodes, Jesse Soares, and John
Thompson) and one assistant (Matt
Spencer).

Their excavations at the Charles
Church Rockshelter in Valle Crucis
produced evidence of human use of
the site for ritual and occasional
residence from recent times back to
about 8,000 BC.

The evidence recovered and ob-
served to date provides a better un-
derstanding of the local prehistoric
cultural sequence, human adapta-
tion to and use of the upland region,
and coincident climatic and environ-
mental change. Porcupine skeletal
remains recovered from deposits of
various ages on the site may repre-
sent the first documented evidence
of porcupine Erethizon dorsatuinin
North Carolina.

Top RightThe 2007 Field Archae-
ology Class dressed to kill!

Bottom Right:Kids help out with the
screening at the Charles Church
Rockshelter Excavations



