
       The Department of Anthropology is 
pleased to welcome our newest faculty 
member, Dr. Susan Lappan. Susan is a 
primatologist and we are very happy 
she will be joining us beginning in the 
2009-10 academic year. She received 
her PhD from New York University in 
2005 and she has an undergraduate 
degree in Biological Anthropology from 
Duke University (1989).   
{ǳǎŀƴΩǎ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ 

Sumatra where she has focused on is-
sues of ecology and evolution among 
Siamang (Symphalangus syndactylus) 
populations. Susan has recently pub-
lished an edited volume entitled The 
Gibbons: new Perspectives on Small Ape 
Socioecology and Population Biology. 
Since 2007, she has also published sev-
eral articles on a range of topics from 
methodological issues in primatology to 

dispersal patterns, feeding 
ecology, social relationships, 
paternal investment and en-
ergetic budgets in Siamangs.  
Susan is the editor of the 
Journal of Ecology and Field 
Biology and a fluent speaker 
of Indonesian. 
       Since finishing her Ph.D., 
Susan has taught at San 
Diego State University and is 
currently serving as a re-
search professor in primatol-
ogy at Ewha University in 
Korea. She has taught 
courses in The Nonhuman 
Primates, Primate Conserva-
tion, Primate Social Behav-

ior, and Biocultural Diversity. At Appa-
lachian, Susan will be teaching the An-
ǘƘǊƻǇƻƭƻƎȅ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƴŜǿ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ 
Education course ANT 1430 Our Pri-
mate Heritage.  

With the addition of Susan to our 
faculty, the department now has 12 
full-time and 2 part-time anthropolo-
gists, 1 excellent staff member, and 
almost 150 majors. We remain one of 
the largest undergraduate programs in 
the country. We are proud of our fac-
ulty, students, alumni and our growing 
national reputation. 
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Top (left to right): Larry Kimball, Linda Jencson, Greg Reck, 
Diane Mines,  Jessica Wood, Sharon Rorbakken; Bottom (left 
to right): Gwen Robbins, Laura Anne Middlesteadt, Tom 
Whyte, Sue Keefe, Tim Smith, Jeff Boyer, Cheryl Claassen. 

The small apes, or gibbons, are 
among our closest living relatives, yet 
they have received little attention 
from the scientific community and 
the public in comparison with the 
other living apes. This oversight is not 
due to lack of appeal; their physical 
beauty, graceful acrobatic move-
ments, and thrilling songs make it 
clear why gibbons are always among 
the most popular animals in zoos. 
Rather, the inherent difficulties in-
volved in studying or filming gibbons 
in their natural habitats and, in some 
cases, the misconception that among 
apes, smaller means lesser, have led 
many researchers and filmmakers to 
focus their attentions elsewhere. 
Nonetheless, a growing number of 
intrepid field and laboratory re-
searchers have made steady progress 
in the study of gibbon behavior and 
ecology over the last several decades. 
This volume is a systematic compila-
tion of recent research on gibbon 
socioecology and population biology 
with a focus on understanding gib-
bons in the context of their natural 
habitats, and includes contributions 
on a range of topics, including gibbon 
biogeography, the ecological roles 
played by gibbons in their ecosys-
tems, the origins and functions of key 
gibbon social and ecological adapta-
tions, and the conservation status of 
wild gibbon populations.  (Springer) 
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      ¢ƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ !ƴǘƘǊƻǇƻƭƻƎȅΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǳƭǘȅΩǎ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǊŜπ
view and evaluation of our undergraduate curriculum, will initiate a 
new and improved look to our degree programs beginning in the fall of 
2009.   Part of the curriculum changes were stimulated by the univer-
ǎƛǘȅΩǎ ƴŜǿ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ƻǳǊ 
desire to regularly improve the quality of our programs. 
      !{¦Ωǎ ƴŜǿ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜǎ ƳǳƭǘƛŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛπ
nary education organized around themes that are a part of four broad 
perspectives.  The four perspectives are Aesthetics, Historical and So-
cial, Local to Global, and Science Inquiry.  Each perspective consists of 
multiple themes comprised of courses in several different depart-
ments.  Students are required to take themes in all four perspectives.  
The idea is to give students multidisciplinary perspectives on each 
theme.  Anthropology is the only department on campus to be repre-
sented in all four perspectives.  hǳǊ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ !{¦Ωǎ 
general education program points to the accuracy of the observation 
made by Eric Wolf many years ago that anthropology is the most scien-
tific of the humanities and the most humanistic of the sciences.  The 
ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ƛǎ ŀƴŎƘƻǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƴŜǿ 
1000-level courses:  Understanding Culture, Archaeology and the Hu-
man Past, and Our Primate Heritage.  Additionally, several upper divi-
sion courses are in general education themes. 
      Other curriculum changes reflect our desire to strengthen our al-
ready strong programs for majors.  Our 140 or so majors can now 
choose between six concentrations: general anthropology, archae-
ology, biological anthropology, applied anthropology, sustainable de-
velopment, and a multidisciplinary concentration.  Our required foun-
dational courses for all majors ς Cultural Anthropology, Archaeology, 
and Biological Anthropology ς have been moved to the 2000-level.  
Previously, these courses served both as foundational courses for ma-
jors and as general education options and were not sufficiently sub-
stantive to serve our majors.  Now they will function as more intensive 
introductions to the major subfields of anthropology. 
      In addition, a number of new upper division courses have been cre-
ated to reflect the expertise of new faculty, new departmental and 
faculty directions, and our newly instituted concentration in biological 
anthropology.  Students will now progress through the foundational 
level in the sophomore year through to courses emphasizing theory 
and method in the junior year to more specialized senior level courses, 
culminating in the capstone Senior Seminar course.  
      Over the next few years, we will be assessing this new curriculum 
structure with the intention of constantly improving what we believe 
to be one of the strongest undergraduate programs in the country. 

New Curriculum in Anthropology  

Exciting Moments in 2008 

The 2008 election was certainly an exciting 
and memorable event for most Americans. 
But, for one ASU Sustainable Development 
major, it was a singularly memorable occasion! 
Caroline Parker was invited to attend the inau-
guration and meet President Obama along 
with her mother and other members of the 
flight crew of a US Airways jet that plunged 
into the Hudson River, January 15, 2009. 
!ŦǘŜǊ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŜΩǎ ƳƻƳ ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ LƴŀǳƎǳǊŀπ
tion from the podium (!), the family and crew 
were whisked to the Neighborhood Ball. There 
they were met by Pres. Obama and Michelle. 

/ŀǊƻƭƛƴŜΩǎ ƳƻƳ ǘƻƭŘ 
Barack Obama that 
she thought he would 
do wonderful things 
for the country. He 
ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΥ άLŦ L Řƻ Ƴȅ Ƨƻō 
as well as you did 
ȅƻǳǊǎΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ŦƛƴŜΦέ 
What a great occasion! 
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Greg Reck, along with colleagues Bruce Dick (English) and Andres Fisher 
(Sociology), has been busy shooting, writing and editing a documentary 
video on the cultural landscape of youth soccer in the United States.  The 
70 minute video, entitled Offside(s): Soccer in Small Town America, was 
recently screened before an invited-only audience of more than 75 peo-
ǇƭŜ ŀǘ !{¦Ωǎ DǊŜŜƴōǊƛŀǊ ¢ƘŜŀǘŜǊΦ  !ŦǘŜǊ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ŦƛƴƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƻǳŎƘŜǎ ƻƴ 
the program, Greg and his colleagues will be hosting an open premiere of 
the documentary this coming fall on campus and in the local community.  
From there, they plan to submit the documentary to North Carolina Pub-
lic Television, first-time independent documentary film festivals, and pro-
fessional academic meetings. 
 Shot on a shoestring budget funded by a small grant from ASU, 
the story begins with three fathers (Greg, Bruce, and Andres) who volun-
ǘŜŜǊ ǘƻ ŎƻŀŎƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎΩ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǎƻŎŎŜǊ ǘŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
an ever-expanding examination of the nature of organized youth soccer.  
Using the local community as a case study, the video is partly an histori-
cal retrospective, partly cultural analysis, and partly a human story of 
parents turned soccer coaches and the children they get to know. 
 The focus of the cultural analysis centers on an examination of 
the nature and powerful role of club soccer teams in shaping the cultural 
landscape of player participation and development.  Club soccer is a vast 
national network, highly organized, bureaucratized, and expensive to 
operate.  This bureaucracy controls U.S. youth soccer from individual 
access through individual success.  Players and their families must bear 
the burden of time and money to participate in the club structure, effec-
tively limiting participation to those with adequate financial resources.  
As a result, soccer in this country is culturally anchored in the middle and 
upper classes, a stark and significant contrast with the working class mi-

lieu of football in most of the rest of the world.  A related issue is 
that of the influx of Hispanic immigrants into the country, many 
of whom bring their futbol passions, skills, and soccer balls into 
the small town landscape.  Yet, these often talented players are 
prevented from participating in the club structure due to inade-
quate family resources and/or due to the discomfort of partici-
pating in a cultural context comprised of mainly white, middle 
and upper class families.  These themes are depicted in the docu-
mentary by examining relevant local stories. 

Offside(s): Soccer in  
Small Town America 
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More Exciting Moments 
in AY 2008-2009 

¢ƻǇ [ŜŦǘΥ [ŀǳǊŀ !ƴƴŜ aƛŘŘƭŜǎǘŜŀŘǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΧ ²ƻƻƘƻƻΗ 
Center Left: ASU anthropology students make stone tools 
Bottom left: Summer 2008 Archaeology Field School crew 



       From March 4-16, Prof. Jeff Boyer led an intern-

ship with 15 students into the homelands of the in-

ŘƛƎŜƴƻǳǎ [ŜƴŎŀ ƛƴ IƻƴŘǳǊŀǎΩǎ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ƘƛƎƘƭŀƴŘǎΦ 

Nine  members of the Boone community joined us.  

We first received orientation at a sustainable agricul-

ture training center, Semillas del Progreso, whose 

director, an agronomist and Kachikel Mayan from 

Guatemala works closely with young Lenca farmers. 

Then we moved up into the national bioreserve and 

newest Lenca municipality of Opalaca; for the next 

six days we worked with community members on 

several projects organized by their nascent Lenca 

Sustainable Development Foundation (FUNDESOL).   

      Many of us helped the Opalaqueños  build the 

foundations for their adult vocational school (for 

agriculture, health care and classes about Lenca lan-

guage and culture) they wish to establish on commu-

nal land. Others worked with Dr. Linda Pacifici 

(College of Education) in a preliminary diagnostic of 

the primary schools; with family physician Jim Shine 

working at the Opalaca public clinic and learning 

about their stretched health care system, and with 

graduate student Doug Sharkey who carried out an 

ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅΩǎ ǊŜƴŜǿŀōƭŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ 

potentials (micro-hydro looks very promising!).  

      On our last day in Opalaca, we were fested by the 

Lenca elders in a traditional ceremony (de la vara 

alta) at the vocational school site, including a ritual 

land blessing (two turkeys were sacrificed), music, 

food (including the turkey!), drink and locally ren-

dered fireworks! That evening we signed an agree-

ment of moral commitment to finish the school and 

ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ C¦b59{h[Ωǎ ǿƻǊƪΦ ¢ƘŜ άǿŜέ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΣ ōŜπ

sides our Honduran counterparts, ASU Anthropology 

5ŜǇǘΦ ŀƴŘ .ƻƻƴŜΩǎ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎ 9ǇƛǎŎƻǇŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ  

Internship in Lenca Honduras 
(Spring 2009) 

Top: Laureano Jacobo (Mayan agronomist) provided 2 days of 
intensive training in sustainable agriculture to students, includ-
ing Marie Dempsey from ASU.  

Bottom: Local farmer listens intently to horticultural instruction. 

Preserving heirloom maize seeds 
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