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Australopithecines

» Last week we had a brief overview of the
cast of characters and the timeline for
evolution in the Australopithecina tribe

» This week we discuss these early hominins
in more detalil

Two Groups of Late
Australopithecines

* Gracile
» Kenyanthropus platyog8.5 mya) KNM-WT 40000
. A%Jstralopithecus africanu@.8 — 2.3 mya): South
Africa

Late AUStraIOpitheCineS - Australopithecus garh2.5 mya): East Africa

* Robust
* Australopithecus walkeor aethiopicug2.7 — 2.3

3.5—-1.00r0.7 mya mya): East Africa
» Paranthropus robustud..8 — 1.0 mya): South Africa

e Paranthropus boisg2.3 — 1.2 or 0.7 mya): East Africa
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East African vs. South African
Sites

Australopithecine Overview

th African cave sit ,
SQuth Africay caye sites

Swartkrans Bolt's farm

A Wonder cave Cooper's B
Limestone caves began as coral

reef 2.5 billion years ago Minaars Gladysvale
Caves carved by acidic Plover's Lake Haasgat
groundwater millions of years
later

Shafts leading to surface form
by groundwater

There are 12 major fossil sites-
7 have yielded over 850
hominin fossils

Drimolen Gondolin
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