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A First Neandertal
Discovery*

I Neander Valley,
Germany (1856)
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La ChapelleauxSaints (France)
(~40 ka)




Early Neandertal Reconstructions

Marcellin
Boule (1908)




Homo neanderthalensis
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Distribution: Europe & Near East Dates: 130,000,000 years BF
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Major Sites
-Neander Valley (Germany) -La Chapelle (France)

-Shanidar (Iraq) -Mt. Carmel sites (Israel)
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PostCranial Robusticity
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Neandertal Behavior

A Adaptations to Cold Stress

I Behavioral
A Fire (True Hearths)
A Cave Windbreaks
A Crude Clothing

A High Physical Activity Levels

A Coordinated Big Game Hunting
A Complex Stone Tool Technology
A Complex Social Structure

A Burial ritual



Adaptations to Cold Stress

Europe at time colder than today (but rapid climatic fluctuations



